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PARALEGAL NEWS

The FBA Paralegal Section and the Fairfax Law Foundation wish
to express their joint gratitude to members of the Fairfax Bar,
Paralegal Section, and Fairfax community who contributed to the
Paralegal Section’s Annual Valentine Project, adopted by the
Foundation last year. Monetary and new book donations were
collected to fill 34 gift bags, 12 for the residents of the Fairfax
Girls’ Probation House, and 22 for the residents of the Fairfax
Boys’ Probation House. We received a donation of non-fiction
books from one of our long-time contributors, Ms. Kay Olson,
former Editorial Director of Capstone Press, Mankato, MN.
Colorful and sturdy shopping bags were once again donated by
the Trader Joe’s located on Main Street in Fairfax, courtesty of
Assistant Manager Dave Kenney.  Washington Nationals tote bags
were donated for the young men’s gifts, courtesy of Raymond
Lee, Jr., Representative/Inside Sales, Washington Nationals
Baseball Club. Each young adult received one non-fiction and
three fiction and/or classic books, toiletries and personal items, a
journal and writing pens, and Valentine candy. Moreover, the
facilities’ directors and teachers received additional items for use
as gifts and/or incentives for the residents during their tenure.

Susan McClean
McCandlish & Lillard, P.C.

2009 Pro Bono Paralegal of the Year

The FBA Paralegal Section wishes to
congratulate our long-standing member,
Susan McClean, on her recent election as
2009 Pro Bono Paralegal of the Year.

Susan commenced her regular volunteer
work with the Northern Virginia Pro Bono
Law Center’s Neighborhood Outreach
Program at a homeless shelter. Through
that project, attorneys meet with clients
to provide legal advice and referral
information. The paralegal’s role is vitally
important as they establish a bond with

the clients, helping to put them at ease, all while professionally
assisting the attorneys.

Susan’s community service does not stop there. She also
volunteers with the “Florian Foundation,” an organization that
assists attorneys with the preparation of estate planning
documents for police officers, fire fighters, and other first
responders in the Washington DC/Metropolitan area.
Outside of the legal community, Susan volunteers with her church.

We are so fortunate to have a fellow member in Susan, whose
level of selflessness and dedication to community inspires each
of us. Congratulations, Susan!

• Interactions with opposing counsel are part icularly
important. Always bring copies of caselaw and exhibits for them
as well as for the judge. No matter what your feelings may be
about opposing counsel, avoid the temptation to degrade them.
Conversely, maintain composure if opposing counsel acts
disrespectfully toward you. Judges or juries may not always
understand the nuances of an argument, but they understand a
cheap shot.

• Exercise proper restraint. It is perfectly reasonable to
vigorously cross-examine a witness or critique an argument when
appropriate. Yet, exhibiting a constant aggressiveness through-
out a proceeding or cross-examination conveys a lack of respect
for the opposing party or witness, which can backfire.

• In the final analysis, proper etiquette may not change the result
in a particular case. Yet, it certainly goes a long way to raising the
level of professionalism within the Bar. It sets an example for newer
attorneys, and it enhances your professional reputation among
members of the Bench.

It was a tremendous pleasure to deliver the gift bags to the
young women and men on behalf of the Fairfax Bar Paralegal
Section and the Fairfax Law Foundation. Each of the young adults
was genuinely excited with their books and other gifts, several of
them having remarked that the gifts were equivalent to a second
Christmas. To view copies of the heartfelt thank you letters,
please access the Paralegal Section’s page of the FBA website
at www.fairfaxbar.org, select “Who We Are,” then select
“Committee/Sections,” and then click on “Paralegal.”

Thank you for your continued generous support of this worthwhile
project!

YVONNE McGHEE, Executive Director of the Fairfax Bar
Association and the Fairfax Law Foundation, has been
elected as the Vice President for the Board of Directors of
the National Association of Bar Executives (NABE). Yvonne
has been active with the organization, serving on the NABE
Program, Survey, Scholarship, Chief Staff Executive Retreat,
Small Bar Conference and Membership Committtees, the
latter two of which she chaired. She is a member of the
NABE Communications,  Administration and Finance, and
Information and Technology Sections. Yvonne has received
numerous NABE accolades including the President’s
Award, Peer Excellence Award, and the Communications
Section Anne Charles Award. She currently serves as a
Local Bar Director on the NABE Board.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR TO SERVE ON
 NATIONAL BOARD AS VP

PROPER COURTROOM ETIQUETTE
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