





PROPER COURTROOM ETIQUETTE

continued from page 6

* Interactions with opposing counsel are particularly
important. Always bring copies of caselaw and exhibits for them
as well as for the judge. No matter what your feelings may be
about opposing counsel, avoid the temptation to degrade them.
Conversely, maintain composure if opposing counsel acts
disrespectfully toward you. Judges or juries may not always
understand the nuances of an argument, but they understand a
cheap shot.

» Exercise proper restraint. It is perfectly reasonable to
vigorously cross-examine a witness or critique an argument when
appropriate. Yet, exhibiting a constant aggressiveness through-
out a proceeding or cross-examination conveys a lack of respect
for the opposing party or witness, which can backfire.

« In the final analysis, proper etiquette may not change the result
in a particular case. Yet, it certainly goes a long way to raising the
level of professionalism within the Bar. It sets an example for newer
attorneys, and it enhances your professional reputation among
members of the Bench. B





